




TREE
AFTERCARE

WATERING

• Check the root ball and nearby soil daily at first.
Water when soil a few inches deep begins to dry;
wait if it is still wet.
• Use a hose at a slow trickle or a soaker hose over
the root ball. Let water soak in slowly; check that
the root ball is moist a few inches down.
• Adjust for rain, heat, and drainage. Avoid
standing water; lawn sprinklers alone may not be
enough.

MULCH & ROOTS

• Maintain a broad, flat mulch ring about 2-3
inches deep.
• Keep mulch several inches away from the trunk.
Leave the root flare visible; never mound mulch
against bark.
• Keep grass and weeds out of the ring, and
protect the trunk from mowers and string
trimmers.

STAKES & PRUNING

• If staked, check ties regularly for rubbing or
tightening. Ask Gillam to assess removal, usually
after one growing season.
• Avoid heavy pruning while roots establish. Have
broken or dead branches assessed.
• Ask before fertilizing; newly planted trees do not
automatically need it.

SEASONAL CARE

• Check soil moisture through the first two
growing seasons; larger trees may need longer.
• Continue watering during dry fall periods while
the soil is unfrozen, especially for evergreens.
• Ask about trunk protection if deer rubbing or
animal damage is a concern.

WHEN TO CONTACT GILLAM

Persistent wilting, early leaf drop, branch dieback, bark damage, or a leaning tree deserve a closer look. Check
soil moisture before adding more water, and contact our team for guidance.



